The pressures Gowanus currently faces — economic, cultural,
morphological, and ecological — are both significant and
haphazard. As a “field station”, our project is not only a
place which can be used to craft an urban strategy to address
these forces, it is an embodiment of the strategy itself, which
focuses on three of Gowanus’s most notable characteristics:
(1) its variety of flexible building typologies, (2) its rich and
diverse collection of programs/uses and (3) its scarcity of
iconic architectural landmarks.

Recognize and Unite.

Gowanus is already a collection of rich and varied
businesses and flexible building typologies. Leveraging this
neighborhood strength, our proposal for an “urban field
station”” does not call for a new building. Rather, it posits
that the field station program — exhibits, academic space,
workspace, auditorium, and recreation — already exists in the
current physical and economic field of Gowanus. It simply
needs to be knit together logistically. We see the urban
field station as a flexible alliance of local businesses that
share their space and time for the purposes of serving as a
community center. The field station works as a collection of
existing buildings on a neighborhood campus, meeting the
physical requirements of the program, while simultaneously
cultivating a strong bond between local businesses and the
Gowanus community.

Represent.

New York is a city of icons. The Empire State Building,
World Trade Center, and the Statue of Liberty are all
material representations of a civic ethos. Gowanus can
contribute to New York’s legacy of postcard-worthy icons
with its own architectural landmark. Reassembling the
recently dismantled “Kentile Floors™ sign letters along the
axis of the Gowanus Canal is a proposal similar in spirit to
the idea of the field station itself. Not only will it bring back
a meaningful neighborhood icon in a new way, it will also
serve as a powerful reflection of Gowanus’s identity as a
neighborhood: vibrant, diverse, gritty, and resilient.

- New York City Zoning -

- New York City Landmarks -
5 Brooklyn Art Space
Art Gallery
Coworks
Workspace
e

" A |
1] :;". .A.

= [

= P Z

Public School 32
Primary School

- Gowanus Zoning -

-1950% -
Sign Installed

Sign Stored

Shape Shifter Lab

Performance Space

i

'

-0 0 090 00

~o0-0/0 o

009900 00 v

~0p o0

S
3%
0, %%
SRR
7 040K
0 KRS
0,530 5
0 RIS
3RS LR LRRS
OS5 ".’.”’0 00.0.0.0 s :QQ.Q.Q“\
s % X RS LRIERS
: RS
RS SRR 900K
ategetel boses
p00e%0% SRLLSEEEEE,

The Gowanus Urban Field Station

ZONING | USES
Commercial | Workspaces
Industrial Cultural

Institutional |- Academic

Mixed Use Research
Residential Recreation
Transportation || Exhibit
Vacant Lots ",_75’;' Auditoriums
Residences

00 0 5 o
© 000 o0r¢

0000
J 060

K
LK
2
.0

%%

i
IR
XX K
:‘Q.Q. X XXX
o
’0
<X Il
X XK
o
i

K2
95%
&%
%S
<
gt
%
X5
oy
30
)

K

(X
Q

£>

”
e
5%
5%
et
03!
35S
3%
RS
23
%5

<
X
58

&
05
2

5

O
X
0.0
XX
s
K
b0,
255
0%
&
’0
5%
%
.0

o
’0
2
X
5%
20

959
X
0%
X
%
o,
ot

&

X0

005855
<y

(X2

ata
O
%
5%
g5

X2
X >
el
K X
<
Potatets!

s
%8
atetale!
32560050
28K
XXHXXY
%
X
.
X K
:¢oo
%,
bodede!
&

)
2%

o

X
X

25

25
o
XD

%
%
5%
2%,
3
%
%5

>
>
&
XX
5%
Patedel
SRR
SRS
SRR
3RS
R
X

25
20
a¥a
X
Pedede!
%

55
A8
.Q\I

(>

KK
252

&

RS

SN N

© o %0 o _o /0
0%05%°%%%%

/o

The Bell House
Event Space

Brooklyn Boulders
Entertainment/Regcreational

Gowanus Canal Conse
Conservation Depart

Gowanus Ballroom
Arts Collaborative

——

Morbid Anatomy Museum
Museum of Death

W

000 o0 0 g oo

0B 04 o0
0 00 o

%
Lole!

o~
o 0 g/

R
o

b 0 o

X K
IR
sSesssesitateBetette
botodototetst

o
L5055
CXXKHL
R

%%
X2 0:’:. KK KKL

$508545
SRR

ANERZAN] %UAE
T L

N

N NA NN NAA 4
NANNNINAN N NNNY

TN A NN NAAE

N
TN NN NN NN A

b = =

N NA S
ANNZINNET N

- Exhibit: The Gowanus Studio Space -

\ A =
\WANNN |

Recreation: The Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club -
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Performance and Art Space
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The Gowanus Studio Space
Workspace, Shop and Exhibit Space
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