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The infrastructural role and environmental conditions of the canal 
are made visible to the public through six floating autonomous water-
cleaning public parks--called, “GO-BOTS”--and one Field Station 
that serves as their primary docking point, waste remediation tank 
and the community’s building center. 

During dry weather, the GO-BOTS perform three key canal cleaning 
tasks--dredging, garbage collecting, and water purification. During 
rainfall they divide into teams of three to absorb and relocate 71% 
of the storm water runoff from CSO outfalls RH-034 and OH-007 to 
remediation tanks below the Field Station.  

PUBLIC SPACE - THE “GO-BOTS”
The Field Station is an active repository. It 
houses entertainment programs, education 
and environmental programs. It is a piece of 
civic infrastructure that continually educates 
by collecting and displaying canal waste 
(contaminated soil, trash and storm water) 
gathered by the GO-BOTS. Its architectural 
language--derived from industrial storage 
racks of nearby manufacturers--is an open 
framework that unites its different activities.

CANAL - THE MAIN STREET
The project transforms the canal into the Main 
Street of Gowanus. With the GO-BOTS docking at 
all dead end streets, people can easily gather in 
the most central and vital space of Gowanus. The 
public gains access to where industrial production 
and city infrastructure takes place--a unique and 
important part of New York City.

Floating down the canal, people experience a 
kind of narrative. Adjacent yards become stages 
where industrial producing and local fabricating 
are displayed, forming an urban gallery of city 
infrastructure and local making programs.

This revolutionizes the typical “front” v.s. “back”  
urban conditions and “public” v.s. “private” spaces as 
“productive” programs become visually accessible 
and made into “consumptive” educational programs.

The canal becomes a gallery 
of city infrastructure and 
local making programs!

The core urban problem of Gowanus is neither only social or 
environmental, but the relationship between the two. The division 
between the people of Gowanus and the neighborhood’s historical 
identity as a place of industrial production and infrastructure has led 
to an absence of knowledge and lack of environmental awareness.

We believe people should be given the opportunity to have a better 
understanding of how their city works, the environment and their 
impact on it. 

The Gowanus canal is the neighborhood’s most central public 
space geographically and programmatically. It is the lifeline for 
manufacturers and a site for storm water runoff. Yet, the residential 
community of Gowanus remains largely detached from this vital 
axis. 

An often attempted way to strengthen “community” in many New 
York City neighborhoods is to include mainstream non-local 
entertainment-based programs at the exclusion of others and often 
what makes a neighborhood special. This project takes a stance 
against such “Disneyfication” and instead embraces the local.

We believe coexistence of the general public and the city’s water 
infrastructure is needed. By embracing the history of Gowanus and 
uniting it with public spaces that actively service the canal and the 
greater city, a stronger and more holistic community will develop. 

THE FIELD STATION

STATEMENT OF INTENT

have you tried 
drinking the canal 
water?

yeah... it tastes good!

by inhabiting the canal, People 
gain access to a unique and 
special part of New York City.

dad, what’s that thing?
it’s an old dredger 
son... back in the day 
it removed the canal’s 
polluted soil.

wow, that sounds 
gross!!!

it was...

dead end streets activated 
by docked go-bot.

during rainfall, go-bots 
tag-team to absorb and 
relocate sewage runoff.

GO-GOWANUS! 
UNITING COMMUNITY & INFRASTRUCTURE THROUGH PUBLIC SPACE

look martha... 
it’s a go-bot!!

oy! there are 
fish down dere!


